East Longmeadow Public Schools

“Our mission in the East Longmeadow Public Schoolsisto promote
Achievement and Accountability in all endeavors as we educate
today for the challenges of tomorrow.”

SPOTLIGHT ON
YOUR SCHOOLS

Caribbean Fest a great success

By Edward W. Costa I I, Superintendent of Schools

On September Sth the flavor and event where all the proceeds go di-
sounds of the isdlands made it's second rectly to benefit our children. Over
annual stop in East Longmeadow, al to  $22,000 was raised this year.
benefit the town's school Parent Reggae music, the smell of bur-
Teacher Organizations. This year’'s gers, hot dogs, and jerk chicken filled
second annual event, was bigger and the air as event goers had fun with al
better than the first with even more the activities and happenings. There
*f’%ﬂ-& community involvement than last year. were games and fun for all ages, from

| More and more individuals and busi- the rock climbing wall to pony rides to
nesses support the importance of in- hot air balloon rides. In all, the event
vesting in our future, our children. It was a great success for the East Long-

Volume6, Issue l

FALL, 2007

i o

| wasawonderful community and family  meadow Public Schools.

ge from your
School Committee:

The 2007-2008 school year has
started with great success. MCAS
scores are up, and our Science
scores are among the highest in the
state.

We are approaching the comple-
tion of our new classroom addi-
tions a our elementary schools:
four classrooms are being added at
Meadow Brook, four at Ma-
pleshade, and four at Mountain
View. We are grateful to the citi-
zens of East Longmeadow for vot-
ing and approving these needed
classrooms. We will advertise our
grand opening very soon- be
watching the newspaper.

(Continued on page 4)

Autism program
expands

Autism is a neurological disorder af-
fecting approximately 1 in 150 chil-
dren. Recent statistics cite 1 in 99 boys
being affected. To date, this disorder has
no known cause, although recent research
IS promising new perspectives. Behaviors
are known to range along a continuum of
severity and include communication defi-
cits, rigid and stereotyped behavior, sen-
sory deficits and sensitivity, and difficulty
maintaining socia interactions at an ap-
propriate developmental level.

The East Longmeadow school district
has, for several years, had programs in
place to serve the needs of students with
autism. Initially, this program began as a

(Continued on page 4)
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Mt. View students win invention competition

Everyone at Mountain View School would
like to congratulate Charlotte Ross and Lau-
ren Rodolakis! Charlotte and Lauren were
among 100 winners selected to join the Wild
Planet Kid Inventor Team and work as a con-
sultant to Wild Planet Toys for one whole
year! They will receive Wild Planet toys and
other cool gear as part of their prize.
Lauren and Charlotte, along with al of Mrs.

Whitman'’s fourth grade students, participategear in front of the office with all of the other

in the annual invention challenge.

Every year, Mrs. Whitman challenges her
fourth grade students to invent a game or toy
to enter into the Wild Planet competition.
All of these inventions are then submitted to

the contest. We aways have some imagina-
tive minds a workin Mountain View
School! It is very exciting that this year two
of our ideas were chosen by the Wild Planet
judges.

Charlotte invented a terrific game and
boardtitled “Name That Tune’. Lauren in-
vented a “Talking Necklace”. The students
models of these toys were on display last

inventions from the fourth grade Gifted and
Talented students. We are looking forward
to the ideas and inventions of this year's
fourth graders! We hope to have some more
winners!

New Student Services Director

Dr. Joanne Welch has been
appointed Director of Student Ser-
vices & Specia Education for the

East Longmeadow Public Schools .

1973 graduate of East Longmeadow
High School, Joanne attended Saint
Joseph College in West Hartford, CT
as a Specia Education/Child Study
major.. In September 1977, she was
hired by the East Longmeadow Pub-
lic Schools Director of Student Ser-
vices, Mr. Donald Emerson, to be a
specia  education  teacher  at
Birchland  Park  Junior  High
School. At the time of her hiring,
Joanne was the first “home

grown” teacher to be employed by the East Longmeadow Public
Schools.In 1988, she transferred to East Longmeadow High

School as a specia education teacher,

the role of school psychologist. In 2002, she assumed the posi-

tion of Learning Center Supervisor.

eventually transitioning to

Her responsibilities in-

cluded developing a series of self-
contained special education pro-
grams for students with moderate
specia needs. Since that time,
that program has nearly doubled
in size, serving over 50 students
in, what is termed, the least re-
strictive environment for students
with disabilities.

Dr. Welch holds a Master of
Education degree from American
International College, and earned
her doctorate from the same insti-
tution in 1996. She was named
“Teacher of the Year” by the Par-
ents Advisory Committee in

1993. Sheislisted in “Who’s Who in American Teachers,” and
ison the faculty at Bay Path College and American International
College. For her entire professiona career, a span of over 30
years, she has worked in the field of specia education for the
East Longmeadow Public Schools

New assistant principal at M eadow Brook



